
THE BRIMMER 

Athbhliain faoi mhaise dhuit, 

 
Happy New Years Brothers! I hope you all enjoyed the holidays. 2011 

was a wonderful year for the club; plenty of great times, wonderful charity work 
and enduring friendships and all the while remaining financially stable and maintain-
ing our membership. 2012 looks to be even better. I would like to Thank All of 
You who have donated your time and talents to making 87 such a great place. It has 
been a pleasure to serve you as president this past year and I look forward with an-
ticipation to 2012.  

This past Christmas, the division was once again involved in the Secret 
Santa program. Secret Santa was able to help several well deserving families in our 
community. A big thanks goes out to Vice President Kieran McGovern for his stew-
ardship of this program and big thanks also to all of the Secret Santas that donated 
so generously. 

On Sunday, Jan. 15, our division„s annual Beef ’n’ Beer will be held at 
Finnigan’s Wake from 3 to 7 p.m. Paul Moore and Friends are providing the 
musical entertainment. This is always a great day for the club and I thank Tug and 
Obie for once again putting this together. I hope to see you all there! 

On Friday Night, January 13, Binlids will host a celebrity bartend-
ing fundraiser for the American Cancer Society‟s Relay for Life. Our intrepid web-
master Jonesy will be working the taps starting at 6 p.m. All tips from the evening 
will go to the Cancer Society. 

Karaoke will be back at Binlids on Jan. 28 starting at 9 p.m. I‟m not 
even sure if I can put into print the stories I heard from the last Karaoke night. Suf-
fice it to say, it will be a very entertaining evening. 

 This year‟s St. Patrick‟s Day Parade will be held on Sunday, March 11. We 
will be wearing the jackets purchased for the 2011 parade. If you need a jacket 
please contact me or Kieran and we will get you geared up. The after-parade party 
will be held at the club and parade package information will be forthcoming. The 
theme of the 2012 parade is: St. Patrick, Bless the American Worker and the 
Grand Marshal of the 2012 parade is (AOH 87 member) John J. Dougherty (IBEW 
98). Anyone interested in helping with the parade let me know. 

In Our Motto, 
Jimmy 
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Happy New Year to All. I would like to start off with 
a little something about our annual Beef and Beer at Finni-
gan‟s Wake on Sunday, Jan. 15, 3 to 7 p.m. Yes, this is an 
infomercial: the Paul Moore Band will be playing all of your 
Irish favorites that Paul made popular when he was Black-
thorn. Also, Paul has been known to belt out North‟s Alma 
Mater. The cost is $30. They can be purchased at the door 
from our favorite door-“Matt.” The price includes food, draft 
beer and wine, along with reduced bottled beer and mixed 
drinks. If you have 
been there before, you 
know what it is like; if 
you haven‟t, get there!  
As in past years, Pat 
Dever will be running 
a shuttle after the 
event for anyone that 
needs a ride. This is a 
fundraiser for the divi-
sion, so try to attend. 
The Eagles have coop-
erated and will not be 
playing that day. 
Thanks, Andy! 

Speaking of the 
reigning “Man of the 
Year,” the one and 
only Pat Dever, on a recent Saturday after a tough day of beer
-tending at the Binlids, he went to a beef „n‟ beer to meet the 
rest of his posse. When he arrived at the Roofers Union Hall, 
he paid his admittance, got his wristband for drinks and set 
out to find the rest of his crowd. Okay, there were only three 
people. He surveyed the crowd, couldn‟t find the rest, so he 
pulled out his cell phone and called his boss, to find out that 
he was at the wrong beef and beer. They were down in Port 
Richmond. If you purchase insurance from Pat, make sure 
that if it is car insurance, he doesn‟t insure a boat that you 
don‟t have. Good work Pat. Are you sure you aren‟t Matty‟s 
brother-in-law? 

While reading this, I hope that Joe Kerrigan is not 
chuckling. Joe of Kerrigan‟s Florist fame went out on a deliv-
ery to a funeral home, only to find out that he arrived at the 
wrong funeral parlor. He rerouted and delivered the bouquet 
to the right person. This reporter is just happy to find out that 
the guy wasn‟t sitting up waiting for the flowers.  A group of 
us went to Miami for the sun, fun and the Eagles. Hey, two 
out of three ain‟t bad! South Beach is an incredible place, 
where the ugly people are still beautiful. Quimby and the 

TUG ’S TALKIN ’  HERE 
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Green Legion outdid themselves in running this trip; our tail-
gate was inside the stadium. Hey, when you can travel to 
Miami and get to party with the president of the local dog 
park, you are doing something. Yes, Jack “Obarka” Cassidy 
was in the house, along with his son and in-law and also his 
brother, Billy. What a fun time. Speaking of the Green Le-
gion, they are running a Baltimore trip for the Phillies series, 
June 8, 9 and 10, or one-day trips on Saturday the 9th or 
Sunday the 10th. If anyone is interested, let me know. I am 

sure that we could all sit 
together at a game or 
two, along with tail-
gates and drink specials 
at a few Inner Harbor 
watering holes. 
On a recent Saturday 
night at the Binlids, I 
got a chance to inter-
view Bobby Murphy, 
who told me that he 
was a hero in this 
neighborhood by stop-
ping a suspected scam 
artist, a uniformed per-
son knocked on his 
door, and Murph saw 
the PETCO emblem on 

his jacket. Bobby realizing that he doesn‟t have any pets re-
fused admittance to his property. It wasn‟t till later did our 
hero find out that it was PECO not PETCO who were there 
to investigate a power outage down the block. You won‟t see 
this story in the Northeast Times, we scooped them, again! 

A few dates to circle on your calendar,  
• Jan. 15: the Annual Beef and Beer at Finnigan’s 
• Jan. 29: a benefit in memory of Shane Kelly at 

Cannstatters 
• Feb. 28: ND Harvey’s trip to MSG to see ND play 

St. John‟s in basketball. 
• Also, Feb. 28 is the Ed Blaney annual beef ‘n’ beer 

at the Pilsudski featuring the Rolling Tones and Tommy 
“Mick” Wengo‟s attempt to get his title back from Johnny 
Moll, who beat Tommy in a walk over at last year‟s “Mick 
Off.” If you need any info on any or all of these festivities, 
please contact me. 

 
That‟s All Folks 



HOME BOARD D IV 87 CLERGY AND OFFICERS 
Chaplains 
Rev Joseph Howarth 
Resurrection of Our Lord 
2000 Shelmire Ave 
Philadelphia, PA 19152 
215-745-3211 
 
Rev Joseph F Okonski 
Saint Athanasius Rectory 
2050 Walnut Lane 
Philadelphia, PA 19138 
215-548-2700 
 
President 
Jim Lockhart Jr. 
2442 E. Lehigh Ave. 
Philadelphia,  PA  19125-2347 
267-226-8843 
fenianjim@gmail.com 
 
Vice President 
Kieran McGovern 
2579 Memphis St 
Philadelphia, PA 19125 
215-425-5573; 267-249-7632 
kieranmcgovern@pgworks.com 
 
Recording Secretary 
Robert McConomy 
3214 Miller St 
Philadelphia, PA 19134 
hiberrise@comcast.net 
 
Financial Secretary 
Moises Chris Asinos 
2021 Griffith St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19152 
215-284-4275 
 
Treasurer 
Michael Nolan 
12421 Tyrone Road 
Philadelphia, PA 19154 
215-281-3346 
 
Standing Committee 
Edward O‟Brien 
3156 Aramingo Ave 
Philadelphia, PA 19134 
215-739-6560, 215-300-6332 

 
Marshal 
Jim Hughes 
15050 Endicott St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19116 
215-671-1361 
 
Sentinel 
Shawn Gallagher 
9213 Wooden Bridge Road 
Philadelphia, PA 19114 
215-331-5153 
 
Immediate Past President 
Tom Healey 
41 Valentine Road 
Ivyland, PA 18974 
215-284-4126 
 
Historian 
Robert McConomy 
3214 Miller St 
Philadelphia, PA 19134 
215-426-1779 
 
Catholic Action 
William Gibbons 
3153 Englewood St 
Philadelphia, PA 19154 
 
Pro-Life 
Joseph Golden 
2318 Ripley St 
Philadelphia, PA 19152 
 
Freedom for All Ireland 
John K. Coyne 
6818 Roosevelt Blvd. 
Philadelphia,  PA 19149-2410 
215-335-1237 
UJT6655@yahoo.com 
 
Webmaster 
John Jones 
11867 Colman Terrace 
Philadelphia, PA 19154 
267-608-9694 
john_m_jones@comcast.net 
 
 

 
Chairman 
Tom Lavelle, Jr. 
6 Nancy Dr. 
Richboro,  PA  18954-1325 
215-942-9745 
 
Financial Officer 
Chuck Welsh, Jr. 
2817 Sellers St. 
Philadelphia,  PA  19137-1922 
 
Recording Secretary 
James McGinley 
3255 Glenview St 
Philadelphia, PA 19149 
215-331-6239 
 
Trustee 
Ed "Mo" Moore, Jr. 
3053 Belgrade St. 
Philadelphia,  PA  19134-5029 
215-291-0453 
 
Club Steward 
Thomas Wenger 
4050 E. Cheltenham Ave 
Philadelphia, PA 19124 
215-288-8140 
 

 
The Brimmer 
Editor 
Bill Kenny 
1059 Harwood Road 
Bensalem, PA 19020 
267-249-1768 
kennywj@hotmail.com 

PAGE 3 JANUARY 2012 



    THE BRIMMER PAGE 4 

Since our inception the AOH has been active in working to improve the lives of Irish immi-
grants. Now celebrating our 175th year, we continue to live up to the preamble of the AOH 
Constitution which requires that we encourage an equitable U.S. Immigration law for Ireland, 

and to cooperate with all groups for a fair American Immigration Policy.  

In the 1960„s, AOH members participated in an effort to prevent removal of the quota of Irish 
visas by the Immigration Act of 1965. Those concerns were proven as successive economic 
downturns have left many of the Irish without the option to emigrate legally to the US. In the 
last 25 years, AOH has worked with the Irish Immigration Reform Movement, Irish Lobby For 
Immigration Reform, as well as many other organizations and  government officials from the 
two nations, and elsewhere, to rectify the quota and restore the important cultural exchange 

between Ireland and the US.  

Current events and developments prove our understanding of the need to work with others to 
meet this goal. One of the great developments of the recent weeks was a video conference  
and one week later a teleconference facilitated by the Coalition of Irish Immigration Centers 
and the Irish Embassy. In cities across the US, Irish immigration advocates, in many cases 
seeing and speaking live to each other for the first time, shared ideas on the recent moves by 
Congress. AOH, ILIR and Rep. Bruce Morrison, Boston Irish and Chicago Celts and several 
other advocacy groups outlined recent work towards an Irish E3 and concerns for the undocu-

mented. We look forward to working with all of the groups towards a successful outcome. 

The second and more immediate development is the introduction of two bills that propose an 
Irish E3. The first bill was proposed by Senators Schumer, Leahy and Durbin and it was quickly 
followed by the Irish Immigration and Encouragement Act sponsored by Republican Senators 
Brown (MA) and Kirk (IL). While neither bill solves the undocumented issue, they do address 
future flow from Ireland. The bills would modify the E3 visa, currently available to only Australia 
and a few select countries. The modifications would recognize Irelands excellent education 
system and allows Irish Nationals with a “leaving cert” or two years experience in a trade to ap-
ply for 10,500 two year renewable visas. We are grateful to the sponsors of both of these bills 

for their recognition of the longstanding inequities relating to immigration from Ireland. 

Right now, AOH members across the US are meeting and reaching out to their US Represen-
tatives and Senators as part of the initiative to secure “The Irish E3 Visa.” The AOH maintains 
that Ireland has been extremely supportive to US Homeland Security and Defense with the 
Shannon Stopover of US Troops coming and going from the War On Terror and the innova-
tions of US Customs and Immigration at Ireland‟s Shannon and Dublin Airports. We are asking 
Congress to thank Ireland with an E3 as it had Australia in 2005. In this way, with 10,500 an-
nual renewable visas, a secure and legal path to immigration will be restored, preventing the 
need for Irish people to seek less desirable methods to escape the current economic hardships 

in Ireland and strengthen the bond between our two nations. 

Seamus Boyle AOH National President & Dan Dennehy AOH Immigration Chairman 

NATIONAL PRESIDENT ’S IMMIGRATION LETTER  
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Upcoming Events 
American Cancer Society Relay for Life 

Happy Hour fundraiser at Binlids 

Friday, Jan. 13, 6 to 10 p.m. 

Raffles, 50/50, food 

Guest bartending by Jonsey 

(Maybe we‟ll get to hear his rendition of the Na-
tional Anthem once again!!) 

••• 

Celebration of Shane’s Life 

Fundraiser for Div. 61 officer Shane Kelly 

Sunday, Jan. 29, 2-6 p.m. 

At Canstatter‟s, 9130 Academy Road 

$40 includes live band, DJ, food beer, auctions 

Contact AOH 61, 4131 Rhawn St., 215-624-3007 

••• 

Irish Anti-Defamation Federation 

Demonstrations at Kildare‟s “Irish” Pubs 

On the 17th of each month 

Although the Irish Anti-Defamation Federation has 
reached out through letter-writing, e-mailing, and tele-
phone calling, to pubs like the Kildare's chain of 
"McPubs," Kildare's publicists have refused to engage 
with us, and refuse to alter their use of our Irish history 
and culture in negative ways. 

Members of the IADF will appear on the 17th of 
each month at various Kildare's locations, distributing 
educational flyers to customers and passersby alike, in 
West Chester and Manayunk, notifying them of the 
offensive nature of Kildare's promotions in print media, 
on the radio, and on its e-mail list to customers. 

For times and locations, 

Contact IADF Chairman Tim Wilson 

At “shamrock28@netzero.net 

Or visit IrishADF.webs.com 

PLEASE OFFER YOUR PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND 
SOULS OF THE DECEASED  LISTED BELOW 

Committee for the sick: Bob McClelland, Lori 
McDonnell, Baby Boyle, Erin Martin, Jack O‟Neill, Mike 
Kennedy (Chewy), Marie Dougherty, Mary O‟Donnell, Mrs. 
Shiepe, Richard Burke, Marie Collins, Don Brophy, Charles 
Fox, Stephanie Kaiser, Ruth Kelly, Mark McNulty, Dan 
Greavy, Tom McCusker, Joe Searles, Jude Fanning, Bill Has-
let, Geraldine Garrigan, Terry Cahill, Margaret Coyne, Joe 
Luke, Billy Lawrence, Tigger, Grace Deissler, Ron Hunter, 
Jill Sweeney, John Kane. 

Deceased: Patrick Field, Jim Dougherty, Lou Davis, 
Ginny McMonagle, Millie Caprara, Joe Frazier, Shane Kelly, 
Maryanne Lennox, Geraldine O‟Hanlon, Cardinal Foley, Pat-
rick Donahey, Joe Doyle, Tom Baron. 

S ICK AND DECEASED 

Tues., Jan. 10, 2011, 7:30 p.m. sharp 

Donnelly Hall, 2171 Wakeling St. 

NEXT DIV . 87 MEETING 

FUTURE COUNTY MEETINGS 

Thursday, March 1, 2012 
Div. 87, 2171 Wakeling St. 
Thursday, June 7, 2012 
Div. 61, 4131 Rhawn St. 

Email addresses wanted 
In an effort to make it more convenient for Division 

87 members to receive The Brimmer each month and to 
save a lot of money, we have begun electronic newslet-
ters this month. 

For those without computers or email, there 
is no need to be alarmed. You will still be able to get 
your paper copies via U.S. Mail. But the Division can 
save a lot each month on printing and postage by reduc-
ing the number of paper copies. 

Visit the Web site www.AOH87.com to register for 
email delivery or call editor Bill Kenny at 267-249-1768. 



    THE BRIMMER PAGE 6 

 



 
    PAGE 7 JANUARY 2012 

Who is Gerry McGeough?  

Born in 1958, Gerry McGeough is a native of the Brantry area of South Tyrone where his family have lived for 
centuries. As a boy he attended the local Derrylatinee PS and later St. Patrick's Academy in Dungannon, where the 

late Msgr. Denis Faul taught him Latin and Religion. 

His involvement with the Republican Movement is well documented. Deported from Britain in 1978, he was 
active in the 1981 Bobby Sands election campaign in Fermanagh/South Tyrone. In 1982, he found himself on the 
run in the United States when an FBI warrant was issued for his arrest in relation to IRA arms charges. 

In 1988, McGeough was arrested on the Dutch/German border and charged with a series of attacks against the 
British military on the Continent. At the time, he was wanted in five countries. He spent the next four years in Ger-
man prisons. Despite a two-year trial conducted in a specially-constructed underground bunker courtroom before a 
panel of five judges, McGeough was never convicted and, in 1992, he became the first Irish Republican prisoner to 
be extradited from Germany to the United States. 

In America, he was eventually given three years imprisonment on foot of the 1982 arrest warrant. He wrote his 
first book of short stories - entitled The Ambush and Other Stories - while in jail there. In 1996, he was deported back 
to Ireland. His second book, a novel entitled Defenders, was published in 1998. 

In 1999, McGeough visited his parents' graves for the first time. They had died just three weeks apart in the 
winter of 1993/4. 

Spending several months of the year working on building sites, McGeough - an accomplished Irish speaker and a 
promoter of Ireland's unique culture and heritage - put himself through university, graduating from Trinity College, 
Dublin with an Honours Degree in History in 2003. The following year, he attained a Higher Diploma in Education 
from University College, Dublin and went on to teach history. 

During this time, he had been elected to the Sinn Féin Ard Comhairle and was the party's National Director dur-
ing the successful No to Nice I campaign in 2001. He left Sinn Féin later that year over concerns about the leader-
ship's weakening of Republican principles, and the party's increasingly pro-abortion stance. 

McGeough ran for election in Fermanagh/South Tyrone on March 7, 2007, and while he appeared to have not 
succeeded in winning a seat, he was arrested and interned by Crown forces while leaving the count centre at Omagh 
on March 8. While an alleged incident in 1981 was cited as the reason for the arrest, it came at a time when 
McGeough's tireless campaigning posed a serious threat to the ambitions of the political "establishment" in the Six 
Counties - including the leadership of Provisional Sinn Féin, which has now absorbed itself into the administration of 
British rule in Ireland. 

Who is Sammy Brush? 

Sammy Brush, now vigorously opposing McGeough‟s release, belonged to a part-time regiment (Ulster Defence 
Regiment) regarded by the British Army themselves as troublemakers, and which harbored covert members of the 
Ulster Defence Association which the British government of the day didn‟t dare to ban fearing a Protestant backlash. 

The Free Gerry McGeough Committee now want to know, how much weight should be attached to the opposi-
tion of a town councilor to Gerry‟s release, who belonged to a British regiment which both the British Army and the 
British government knew for sure harbored extremist Protestant members of the murderous UDA/UFF, but failed 
to proscribe?  

(Continued on page 8) 

GERRY MCGEOUGH CAMPAIGN 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denis_Faul
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Hall Rental : 4 Hours 

$225 for non-members 
$200 for members 
$175 for Brick Members 
$35 for bartender 
$20 cleanup 
 
Overtime on rentals is available for an additional $50, 
with a 1-hour limit.  Weekday funeral luncheons are 
available @ $175 for non-members; $50 for mem-
bers 

 

Beer (per 1/2 barrel)……………… * 

Liquor (per liter)………………….. * 

Premium Liqour (per liter)………… * 

Wine (1/2 gallon)…………………. * 

Soda (case)………………………… * 

Orange Juice (1/2 gallon)………….. * 

Table Covers (each)……………….. * 

Wine Coolers (case)……………….. * 

Non-alcoholic Beer (O‟Doul‟s) case… * 

Ice (40lbs)………………………… * 

To arrange for rental of the hall,  
Contact Gene Long at 215-594-9935 

* Call for prices. 

CLUB RENTALS 

AOH Division 87 

Port Richmond, Philadelphia 

Member ID#, 36PH87____________ 

Name__________________________________ 

New Address_____________________________ 

City____________________________________ 

State__________________________ Zip_______ 

Home Phone______________________________ 

Email___________________________________ 

Amount Paid ($30/year)___________ 

Check ___  Cash ____  Date______________ 

This form must be submitted to the Financial Secretary when 
you change your address. 

Moises Chris Asinos 
2021 Griffith St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19152 
215-284-4275 

 

 Dues: $30 per Year! 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS & DUES SUBMITTAL FORM 
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We all suspected but couldn‟t be absolutely sure until the letter below emerged, i.e. that the Army knew that 
some members of the UDR a regular British Army Regiment with regimental badge etc., were also active within the 
UDA, which carried out high-profile attacks including the Milltown massacre, the Castlerock killings and the 
Greysteel massacre under its cover name of the Ulster Freedom Fighters (UFF). The UFF always publicly claimed 
responsibility for the murders. The UDA and the UFF are the same organization.  

The point is, if the Army knew for sure that members of the „legitimate‟ UDR were also active for the UDA (and 
its „operational‟ name the UFF) why didn‟t the British make the UDA a proscribed organization as it had the Provi-
sional Irish Republican Army? 

Sammy Brush was a member of the UDR (i.e. the legit regiment) but no-one knew which members of the UDR 
were also members of the murderous UDA. What we can learn from the letter below is that the British Army was 
well aware that the UDR was being used by the UDA as a front. This is why the PIRA regarded members of the UDR 
e.g. Sammy Brush to be legit targets (Gerry McGeough was also badly injured too).  

In the following letter, you have a top civil servant advising a Commanding Officer HQ N.I. saying that the (legit) 
UDR “One important (but unspoken) function of the UDR is to channel into a constructive and disciplined direction 
Protestant energies which might otherwise become disruptive”. Yet, later on in the same letter he advises “I suggest 
that the line to take is that the UDR is a non-sectarian force and that its members represent a wide range of political 
viewpoints.” (for full text of referenced letter, visit freegerry.com) 
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• Free Estimates 

• Emergency Repairs 

• Hot Roofing 

• Shingling 

• Rubber Roofing 

• Slate Roofing 

• Siding 

• Gutters 

• All Metal Work 

Gormley and Owens 
Roofing 

Call: 215-396-1848 

 Mother of Divine Grace School 

A small school with a BIG HEART! 

Mrs. Jane Ellen Lockhart 
Principal 

2612 East Monmouth Street 

Philadelphia PA 19134 

215-426-7325 

jelockhart@motherdivinegrace.com 

motherdivinegrace.com 

Hulmeville Inn 
4 Trenton Road 

Hulmeville, PA 19047 

215-750-6893 

www.HulmevilleInn.com 

Beer Scene magazine’s 

Best of Philly 2010 

JANUARY 2012 
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IN AMERICA, INC 
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Mailing Label Must Go Here 

AOH DIVISION 87  

PORT RICHMOND 

2171 Wakeling St 
Philadelphia, PA 19124 

215-533-7070 

FRIENDSHIP, UNITY AND CHRISTIAN 

CHARITY 

The Ancient Order of Hibernians is a Catholic, Irish American Fraternal Or-
ganization, whose members strive to live by our motto of Friendship, Unity and 
True Christian Charity.  If you are interested in joining our organization, you 
must be of Irish decent and a practicing Catholic.  Go to www.AOH87.com for 
more information on joining Division 87—Port Richmond. 

A LL  E VENT  L ISTINGS  A T  

WWW.A OH87 .C OM  


